The implications of the amended US legislation from administrative veterinary viewpoints are discussed in the fourth section. It is emphasized that there is a need for a legal framework which establishes the principles and ground rules but does not stifle innovation and further investigation. The significant resource ramifications are also considered.
In the penultimate section, practical suggestions for promoting 'psychological well-being' are discussed. Approaches, including the use of telemetry to monitor physiological parameters, are described for the evaluation of various environmental enrichment strategies. The fundamental relationship between welfare and the quality of scientific investigation is discussed.
The final section deals with the desirability of fostering a more appropriate public perception of primate research, and presents a range of practical approaches which address this objective.
The fairly extensive bibliography is well organised and will serve as a valuable reference source.
The sometimes diverse views of contributors, most of whom have considerable relevant experience, reflect their range of research and welfare interests. Overall, the volume reinforces the paucity of information in this field and there is general agreement that no indices of welfare based upon sound scientific principles have yet been established, although ongoing and proposed studies are expected to make significant contributions. It is also clear that much more information is required about control patterns of behaviour and the relationship of physiological, endocrinological and immunological factors. Multidisciplinary approaches are, therefore, appropriate and good communication between workers in invasive and non-invasive research is essential.
Although primarily concerned with non-human primates, the volume will also be of interest to those who have responsibility for the maintenance of other species in captivity, as many of the issues raised and approaches recommended are of general applicability.
The book's emphasis on responses to US legislation precludes consideration of the European position, but, none the less, this must be considered as an important contribution to the expanding body of literature on primate welfare.
Leah Scott
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